EDUCATION

reater Cincinnati’s first and old-
G est Montessori school provides

a special educational and life
experience for students in kindergarten
through eighth grade.

So far this year Mercy Montessori junior
high students have not only embarked on
a community building trip but they have
also begun to revitalize the schools Ecolab.

“We took the kids to Minden, W.Va. to
Ace Adventures and spent three and half
days there,” says Lisa Klus, vice principal
of Mercy Montessori. “The days had hik-
ing, high ropes courses and white water
rafting. The students had a packet of work,
their agenda of what was going to happen
each day and team-building questions to
reflect on.”

The Odyssey Trip took place during the
first week of school and included 31 junior
high students, three teachers, the vice
principal and no cell phones.

“What really happens during the trip is
the students learn how to work together
through something fun and edgy,” says
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Mercy Montessori students on a West Virginia river.

Klus. “Adolescents aren't fearful of much
and it takes them to that point where
they are alittle fearful and they can learn
something from their peers, and depend
on them as well.”

This was the firstyear that the school has
hosted the Odyssey Trip and they plan on
continuing it as an annual excursion for
the junior high students.

“The kids had a great time and it is a
wonderful part of their growth,” says Klus.
“A community emerges from the trip and
sets the tone for the whole year.”

The Mercy Montessori junior high stu-
dents have also been busy with bringing
the school’s Ecolab back to life.

“Itwas very overgrown and a total disas-
ter,” says Klus. “The kids came up with a
plan and they wanted to create a perennial
garden; they even set up a compost system
in August before the rest of the students
came back.”

The Ecolab includes a walkway, a stage
and sitting area that will be developed
to have science classes outside. The goal

is to create a project that will benefit
students learning and create a calm
environment for them to explore nature
and biology.

The students plan on growing their own
vegetables and herbsinraised garden beds
in the spring and want to donate the Eco-
lab-grown produce to alocal food pantry.

“The point is to grow these things, to
learn, to do it on your own and share it with
someone,” says Klus. “We are not there yet
but if you can see them and their excite-
ment when they grow and work and share
it with someone, it's awesome.”

The school has also added two new
teachers to the staff this year, Melody
Smith and Jessica Dettmer. Both edu-
cators are Spanish instructors and are
excited to bring the foreign language into
the classroom.

“Previously we were using online pro-
grams and now we have teachers providing
that content each week,” says Gretchen
Hooker, director of communications. “It's
been a good addition to the curriculum.” m




